
Today we will be...
Finding out if plants can be 
grown from bulbs. 
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Growing Plants
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What do plants 
grow from?
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Do they only 
grow from seeds?

Think, pair, share your ideas!
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Plants can also grow 
from bulbs! 
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A bulb contains everything a plant needs to grow. Have 
you ever found an onion growing in a cupboard at home? 

This onion has been cut in half. 
Can you see where the shoot is growing?

This onion has sprouted even 
though it hasn’t been watered!
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Why might 
some plants 

need to 
have a store 

of food?

Think, pair, share 
your ideas!
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These plants flower in the spring. They have to survive the 
winter in the cold ground. They do not have the warm sun 

to provide them with energy.  
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Garlic bulbs are in the ground all winter. They are ready to 
be harvested in the spring and summer months. This means 

they need their own source of food to start growing.
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When plants grow 
in the ground it is 
hard to see the 

roots growing. We 
are going to plant a 

bulb in a 
transparent 

container to see 
how it grows.  
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First get a transparent 
container like either of these 

and a bulb you want to grow.

http://www.planbee.com
http://www.planbee.com


BACK www.planbee.com NEXT

Place your bulb in the container.

This jar has been filled with 
pebbles or marbles. They will stop 

the bulb from sitting in water. 

This jar is empty. The bulb 
sits in the neck of the jar. 
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Fill the container with water. The water should be about 
0.5cm under the base of the bulb. Place the container in a 

dark place. Check it weekly for growth and top up the 
water when necessary. 
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You should start to see roots growing in a few weeks. 
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Plenary This is the life cycle of a tulip. 
What is happening in the pictures? 

Think, pair, share.

Autumn Winter Spring Summer
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Autumn Winter

In autumn the bulb is planted in the ground. The bulb 
has everything the plant needs to grow. If you cut the 
bulb in half you would be able to see the plant’s leaves 
and the flower bud. After a few weeks of cool weather 

the bulb grows roots and a shoot emerges.
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Spring Summer

When the sun starts to warm the 
ground the tulip will begin to flower. 

When the tulip has finished 
flowering the leaves dry out. The 
dying leaves send their nutrients 

down to the bulb. 
The old bulb 
produces new 
bulbs, that will 

be ready to 
flower again 
next spring. 
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